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  VICE PRESIDENT OF CIVIL WORKS 

Mr. Eilts brings a wealth of knowledge that includes over thirty-three (33) years of experience with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
Most of his career has been with the Vicksburg and New Orleans District Corps offices. His vast project experience includes Project 
Engineer for lock and dams and other structures along the Red, Mississippi, and Atchafalaya Rivers, flood control and hurricane 
protection levee projects, and river stabilization work, including disaster recovery and damage assessment. 

Mr. Eilts is an accomplished engineer and has worked primarily in Louisiana as well as Georgia, Arkansas and Iraq. He has managed 
the design and/or construction of over 400 Civil Works and Military Construction projects for both horizontal construction and vertical 
construction consisting of flood control, dredging, navigation, pumping stations, recreation facilities, visitor centers, river stabilization, 
levee and emergency response projects, totaling over $1.5B during his career.  He is very familiar with military construction, civil 
works, vertical construction, structural evaluations, constructions safety, QA and the USACE design process, including the regulatory 
processes. 

 
2 Years of private Sector Consulting Design Services with Ballard CLC, Inc. 
35 Years of Military Service with 24 years as an Engineer Officer in the Louisiana Army National Guard. 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE 

Construction Contract Administration ♦ Quality Control/Assurance ♦ Contract Negotiations ♦ Project 
Management  Communications ♦ Partnering ♦ Dredging ♦ Concrete ♦ Construction Safety ♦  
Damage Assessments ♦ Structural Evaluations ♦ Value Engineering Analysis ♦ Fiscal Law 

EXCEPTIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

• From 1984 to 1994, Mr. Eilts served in responsible positions in the construction of 3 locks and dams on the Red River 
Waterway.  These structures consisted of nearly 1 Million Cubic Yards (MCY) of concrete total, 30 MCY of excavation, 10 
MCY backfill, and 3M tons of stone.  Mr. Eilts was primarily responsible for correcting any deficiencies and answering any 
concerns prior to any rewatering effort beginning.  All locks and dams were placed in operations successfully on schedule 
and are some of the most dependable structures in The Corps of Engineers still. 

• Served as Chief of Engineering and Construction in Baghdad Iraq and was responsible for all construction and design in 
three most populated provinces. Maintained a green safety rating with no lost time construction accidents in the combat 
zone 

•  As Area Engineer Lafayette placed more than 1.5 billion in construction with minimum claims against the government, an 
outstanding placement schedule completion rate and the best safety record in the New Orleans District. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Ballard CLC, Inc.,  Alexandria, Louisiana 05/17 – Present 
Vice President of Civil Works 
Serves as Vice President of Civil Works. Work includes management of design and construction administration for vertical and 
horizontal projects for a local engineering and surveying consulting firm with a total staff of 20+ employees and annual income 
of approximately $3+M.  

US Army Corps of Engineers – New Orleans District,  Lafayette, Louisiana 2004 – 2017 
Lafayette Area Engineer 
From 2004 to July 2017, Mr. Eilts was the Lafayette Area Engineer, New Orleans District.  He was responsible in charge for the 
following levee sections: 

1. Mississippi River Main Line Levee from Black Hawk, LA to Donaldsonville, LA, all structure in the reach, levee 
realignments, relief well construction, and monitoring. 

2. East and West Atchafalaya River Levees from Simmesport to the Gulf of Mexico. 
3. East and West Atchafalaya Basin Protection levees from Morganza Structure, Simmesport to Morgan City. 
4. Levees and structures within the Lafayette area total over 600 miles, the largest area engineer levee system 

responsibility in the New Orleans District, US Army Corps of Engineers. 
  During this tenure Mr. Eilts managed the design and construction of levee realignments, levee shifts, concrete floodwalls and 

refurbishments on numerous Mississippi River and Tributary’s systems structures.  All projects were successfully transferred to 
the local sponsors, Levee Boards, and parish officials.  He was a responsible party for the annual levee inspection conducted 
within the Lafayette area for each system. He also provided supervision to Flood Fight efforts during Mississippi River designated 
Phase I and Phase II events.  His engineering and technical expertise was often called upon to design, construct and operate 
flood structure, levees, locks and dams throughout the Corps of Engineers. 
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US Army Corps of Engineers – Vicksburg District, Shreveport, Louisiana                                                  2000-2004 
Project Engineer 
From 2000 to July 2004, Mr. Eilts was the Project Engineer, Shreveport Area Office, Vicksburg District.  He was responsible in 
charge for the following levee section: 

1. Red River Main Line Levee from Index, Ark to Marksville, LA, all structure in the reach, levee realignments, relief well 
construction, and monitoring.  

2. Levees and structures within the Shreveport area total over 450 miles,  

During this tenure Mr. Eilts managed the design and construction of levee realignments, levee shifts, concrete floodwalls and 
refurbishments on numerous Red River structures. He completed about $20M annually in construction for river realignments, 
revetments and channel stabilization projects along with pumps stations, comfort stations and visitors’ centers. All projects 
were successfully transferred to the local sponsors, Levee Boards, and parish officials.  He was a responsible party for the 
annual levee inspection conducted within the Shreveport area. He also provided supervision to Flood Fight efforts during Red 
River designated Phase I and Phase II events.  His engineering and technical expertise was often called upon to design, 
construct and operate flood structure, levees, locks and dams throughout the Corps of Engineers. 
All field inspections above included a review of the following: 

1. Concrete structures including concrete surfaces, structural cracking, movement – horizontal and vertical alignment, 
junctions and tie-ins with abutments and/or embankments, drains – foundation, joint, and face drains, water passages, 
seepage or leakage, monolith joints, construction joints, foundations, etc. 

2. Embankment structures including settlement, slope stability, seepage, drainage systems, slope protection, etc. 
3. Spillway structures including control gates and operating machinery, unlined spillways, approach and outlet channels, 

stilling basin and energy dissipation, etc. 
4. Outlet works including intake structure, operating and emergency control gates, conduits, water passages, etc. 
5. Drawdown facilities including safety and performance instrumentation, reservoir, downstream channel, operation and 

maintenance features, etc. 

US Army Corps of Engineers – Lock and Dam’s 2,3&4 at Ruby, Colfax And Coushatta, Louisiana 1984-1994 

Served as Assistant Resident Engineer, Chief of Quality Assurance, and Chief of Office Engineering 
From 1984 to 1994 Mr. Eilts served in responsible positions in the construction of 3 locks and dams on the Red River Waterway.  
These structures consisted of nearly 1 Million Cubic Yards (MCY) of concrete total, 30 MCY of excavation, 10 MCY backfill, and 
3M tons of stone.  Mr. Eilts successfully supervised all Dam Tainter Gates, Lock Miter Gates Tainter Valve and other mechanical, 
gates and bulkhead installation, operations and acceptance.  Each lock and dam also had an earthen closure dam constructed 
with a hydraulically placed sand fill base against a stone filled toe and clay closure embankment.  Mr. Eilts coordinated the 
inspection efforts of all disciplines involved in each lock and dams design, engineering, and operation prior to rewatering the 
structures.  The extensive effort routinely involved 28 to 40 engineering personnel from various disciplines within the Vicksburg 
District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  Mr. Eilts was primarily responsible for correcting any deficiencies and answering any 
concerns prior to any rewatering effort beginning.  All locks and dams were placed in operations successfully on schedule. 

Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana 1982-1984 

Graduate Student 

Received MS in Water Resources and Systems concentrating on earthen dams, concrete dams, and hydraulic 

structures. Also, substantial operations research modeling for determining most economical solutions to complex 

problems. 

Other Significant Experience 
.      02/1992 – 05/2015 Louisiana Army National Guard Engineer Officer supervised engineer manpower equipment and 
material in Louisiana. As an Engineer Officer, Mr. Eilts supervised and deployed assets to over 15 foreign countries to conduct 
engineer construction operations and combat operations. He also provided disaster relief support to Hurricane Katrina and 
helped coordinate over 60,000 deployed National Guard soldiers from every state and their relief efforts  

EDUCATION 

• Command and General Staff School  

• DAWIA Level 1 & 2 Completion 

• Purdue University; Fort Wayne, IN - Master of Science – Water Resource and System 

• U.S. Military Academy at West Point, New York – Bachelor of Science 

 AWARDS: 

Bronze DeFleury Award 2017, Superior Civilian Service Award 2009, 2011, and  2017;Global War on Terror Medal 

2009; Construction Management Excellence Award Vicksburg District 2003; Achievement Medal for Civilian Service 

2002 and 1994; Vicksburg Nominee for Federal Engineer of the Year 06/1993; DA Civilian Suggester of the Year 

11/1993; LMVD Suggester of the Year 1992; Louisiana Army National Guard (retired) 
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